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Welcome to Broward County Public Schools

School Year 2023-2024

September 21, 2023

Bilingual/ESOL Department



• Welcome – Introductions 

• American School System

• Broward County Public Schools (BCPS)

• Bilingual/ESOL Department

• Special Guests: FBI agents – Internet Safety for Parents

• Clever, Virtual Counselor, Canvas, other apps

• Elections

• Q & A

Agenda
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The American School System

Education in the United States is free and compulsory for 10 years, 

beginning at age 6 and culminating at age 16. Educational programs 

are guided by standards set at both the national and state level and 

implemented at the local level.

Schools are organized according to geographic location into school 

districts, which are headed by school superintendents, who in turn 

answer to a board of directors for that particular district. Schools are led 

by an administration team that typically includes a principal and one or 

more assistant principals.
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The US education system consists of 12 years of elementary and 

secondary education before students can advance to post-secondary 

education.

In the US, the school calendar begins in August or September and 

continues through to May or June.

The majority of students begin school in autumn (Fall).

The academic year is composed of 4 quarters and two terms also 

known as semesters. The first semester is from September to December 

followed by a short holiday break between semesters. The second 

semester is from January to May.

The American School System
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The American School System

To enter Kindergarten, children  

must be 5 years of age on or  

before September 1st

In the United States, the law 

requires all children to go to 

school.

Education in the United States is 

free and compulsory for 10 years, 

beginning at age 6 and 

culminating at age 16
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The American School System – Type of Schools

Public schools

Public schools get their financing 

from local, state, and federal 

government funds. In most cases, 

they must admit all students who live 

within the borders of their district, 

according to an assignment system 

developed by the school district. 

Teachers must have the appropriate 

licensure to work at a public school, 

which is usually mandated by state in 

which they are located.

Magnet schools

Magnet schools are designed 

to attract students from diverse 

social, economic, ethnic, and 

racial backgrounds by 

focusing on a specific subject, 

such as science, technology, 

or the arts. Some magnet 

schools require students to 

take an exam or demonstrate 

knowledge or skill in the 

specialty to qualify to go to the 

school, while others are open 

to students who express an 

interest in that area.
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The American School System

Private schools 
Are not funded by the government. 

Instead, they charge attendance fees to 
their students’ families. Independence 

from government funding allows private 

schools to follow whatever curriculum 

they choose. Private schools can be 

religious or secular. 

Charter schools
Charter schools offer an institutional 

hybrid. Parents must usually submit 

a separate application to enroll a 

child in a charter school, and like 

private schools, spaces are often 

limited.

Any company, organization or 

individual can apply for a charter 

to open a charter school. If the 

state grants their charter, the 

school will receive a certain 

amount of funding for a limited 

period of time — typically 3-5 years. 

If the school fails to meet 

performance expectations, their 

charter is not renewed, and it 

closes.

Home schools
Homeschooling is an education option in 

which parents direct their children's 

education rather than enrolling them full-

time in a public school or private school. 
Homeschooling parents take charge of their 

children's education through learning at 

home, joining co-ops, hiring tutors, 

participating in academic clubs, taking 

community college classes, and much 

more.
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• State law requires all children, between the ages of 
6 and 16, MUST attend school (Compulsory).

• The school that your child attends depends on 
where you reside.

• When you enroll your child you must have proof of 
where you reside, a recent physical exam and 
certification by the Health Department of 
vaccinations of your child.

BCPS - Facts
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• School personnel can NEVER ask for 
documents that will reflect your immigration 
status, such as a driver’s license with a new 
address. The system is TOTALLY BLIND to your 
immigration status.

• School personnel many NOT photocopy any 
documents that may reflect immigration status 
if you choose to show them.

BCPS - Facts
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Elementary School

Elementary schools are schools that span grades K through 5. 

Upon successful completion of their elementary education students 

then proceed to middle school.

Usually, one or two teachers in one classroom

Emphasis in Reading Comprehension

Classes: Language Arts, Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies and 

specials (vary by school)

Parent – teacher conference: twice a year (at least)
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Middle School

Students attending middle school are around age 11 to 13. It starts 

with grade 6 and ends with grade 8

• Middle school students usually switch from classroom to classroom

• They may have different teachers in one school day

• The curriculum is based on the standards established by the 

Florida Department of Education

• Middle school has 6 classes: Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 

Studies  and two electives

• Classes are call “Periods” and that’s the easy way to find your 

student if you need.

• Parent Teacher conference with all 4 core classes teachers.



14

High School

Students attending high school are around age 14 to 18. It starts with 

grade 9 and ends with grade 12

• High School students switch from classroom to classroom

• They have different teachers in one school day

• Classes are based in Graduation requirements. Currently students need 

to take 24 credits – 7 classes per day with 8 periods

• Most high school have block schedule: 4 periods each day

• Parent teacher conference: With a particular class teacher 
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Broward Grading System

3rd to 12th

K to 2nd
1 Has mastered skill(s) (independently)

2 Is learning skill(s) (with assistance)

3 Area of Concern

Percentage Grade Grade Description

90 - 100% A Excellent

80 - 89% B Very Good

70 - 79% C Improvement Needed

60 - 69% D Close Fail

0 - 59% F Fail
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Report Cards

Report cards are issued at the end of every marking period and cover a period of 

approximately 45 school days. They also provide information on the student’s 

conduct, behavior, and attendance, including absences and tardiness.

2023-2024 Report Cards:

• November 14, 2023

• February 1, 2024

• April 16, 2024

• June 28, 2024
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Interim Report

Interim reports indicate if a 

student is having difficulties 

and report cards are 

marked to show on grade 

level or below grade level 

performance.

No later than midway 

between marking periods, 

an interim report shall be 

sent to parents



Students with learning disabilities will be part of the Exceptional 
Student Education program after a series of academic and 
psychological tests. 

If you have documentation from your country, then the process 
will be quicker. Usually, if the student has a problem in their 
native language, he will also have it in the second language. 
The district provides bilingual psychologists as well as translators 
in this process. 

Exceptional Student Education

https://www.browardschools.com/ese

https://www.browardschools.com/ese
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The Bilingual/ESOL Department is committed to providing rigorous 

academics, promoting community involvement, and delivering 

quality services to English Language Learners (ELLs), multilingual 

families, schools, and district offices.



Languages

155

Monitored (LF)

10,731
4.2 % of total 
population

Active ELLs 

(LY)

32,116
12.8% of total 

population

Total (LY&LF)

42,847
16.8 % total 
population

Countries

188

Recent
Immigrants

16,599
6.5 % of total 
population
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Top Countries – Top Languages

5 Top Countries – District

Venezuela 2,565 8.9%

Haiti 2,361 8.2%

Colombia 1,429 5.0%

Honduras 1,326 4.6%

Brazil 1,089 3.8%

5 Top Languages – District

Spanish 18,966 65.9%

H. Creole 5,670 19,7%

Portuguese 1,399 4.9%

Russian 449 1.6% 

Vietnamese 370 1.3%
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The department offers the following services and programs:

• ESOL Program

• Dual Language Program

• World Languages Program

• Interpretations / Translations 

• Parent Outreach Office (International Welcome Center)



Based on results, a 
student may 

become an ELL…

The school 
assesses the 

student’s 
proficiency level 
in English when 

Listening & 
Speaking. 

When you register 

at the school, if  

the answer is 

“Yes” to any of 

the 3 Home 

Language Survey 

questions...

Why does a student enter the ESOL Program?

Step 1 Step 2
Step 3

My child is 
assigned 

accommodations  

My child is 
assigned a 
language 

classification 
based on IPT test 

results

What happens after my child becomes an ELL?

Teachers are informed, so ESOL instructional strategies and 
accommodations are implemented

Student 

performance 

is monitored 

on a regular 

basis
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A1 Beginning 

English 

Speaker

A2  Early 
Intermediate 
Speaker

B1 
Intermediate 
English 
Speaker

B2 Early 
Advanced 
English 
Speaker

C1 Advanced 
English 
Speaker

My child is 
assigned a 
language 

classification 
based on IPT 

test results

ESOL Language Classifications
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ACCESS for ELLs

Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment for

English Language Learners (ELLs)

• ACCESS for ELLs is a tool to measure English Language Learners 

(ELLs) proficiency in the English language

• Usually given between January and March

• Measure Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking (English)

• Provides a new language classification – English proficiency levels



English Proficiency Levels



Language Classifications

Proficiency Levels
(ACCESS for ELLs based on 

Listening, Speaking, Reading & 

Writing)

Description Level Description

A1 Beginning English speaker 1 Entering

A2 Early Intermediate English speaker 2 Emerging

B1 Intermediate English speaker 3 Developing

B2 Early Advanced English speaker 4 Expanding

C1 Advanced English Speaker 5 Bridging
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Accommodations

ELLs receive accommodations during 

statewide assessments AND daily instruction

Flexible 
Scheduling/

Additional 
Time

Assistance 
in Heritage 
Language

Flexible 
Setting

Bilingual 
Dictionary/

Glossary

An approved glossary is defined as 

word-to-word and may include 

content specific vocabulary

Free Printable Content Glossaries: 

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries


How does my child exit the ESOL program?

Grades K-2

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

4.0 overall AND

4.0 in Reading

Grades 3-9

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

4.0 overall AND

4.0 in Reading

AND

Passing score on the State 

Assessment in ELA (FAST PM3)

(Level 3)

Grades 10-12

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

4.0 overall AND

4.0 in Reading

AND

Passing score on the State 

Assessment in ELA (FAST PM3)

10th Grade (Level 3)

OR
Concordant Scores (SAT, ACT)



Monitoring

• Students are monitored for two years after exiting the 

ESOL program

• During the two-year period, if the parent or teacher has 

evidence that the student is having difficulty due to 

language acquisition, an ELL committee is convened

• ELL Committee members determines if the student 

should reenter the ESOL program



Main purpose

Address the instructional program of an ELL and monitor 

progress

Parents must always be invited to attend

ELL Committee Meetings can be requested at anytime by 

the parent/guardian to revise the student’s ELL Plan 

regarding accommodations, strategies, or supports.

Meetings are scheduled when an ELL is entering his 4th, 5th

or 6th year in the program

ELL Committee



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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School Calendar
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ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is a key factor in a child's academic success. 

Regular attendance is when a student attends more than 95% of the 

academic school year; this may include up to 8 absences in a 180-

day school year.

Excusing an Absence

Each parent or guardian of a child within compulsory attendance 

age is responsible for their child's school attendance. When a child 

must be absent, the parent must report the reason for absence.
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Bus – Register to Ride

All eligible students needing bus transportation must register for a 

bus assignment. 

Use https://tfsweb.browardschools.com/ride to register and 

guarantee a bus assignment

https://tfsweb.browardschools.com/ride
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Here Comes the Bus

https://www.browardschools.com/herecomesthebus

https://www.browardschools.com/herecomesthebus


38

Cafeteria, Breakfast, Lunch

https://www.browardschools.com/food-nutrition

Broward County Public Schools Food and Nutrition Services 

(BCPSFNS) offers FREE breakfast to all BCPS students every school 

day at their school. All students are encouraged to Power Up to 

learn with nutritious school breakfast!

Lunch is also free for all students in BCPS…

Please fill the form!

https://www.browardschools.com/food-nutrition


The District’s Discipline Matrix assigns specific consequences for 

violating the rules of the Code of Student Conduct and is part of the 

school’s discipline plan. 

A copy is now located in Appendix A of the online document - please 

review the Discipline Matrix with your child. 

For more information on the matrix, talk with  a school administrator.

CODE OF CONDUCT BOOK AND FORMS MUST BE ACCESSED VIA 

SCHOOL WEBSITE OR VISITING

https://www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct

39



ID Badges must be worn by all students at all times

ID Badges are required to purchase lunch and to check out library books

All visitors to campus must check in and sign in at the Front Office

Visitor Badges must be worn at all times while visiting our campus.

Only authorized persons with proper identification will be permitted to sign 

students out.

Safety and Security
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Broward County Public Schools - Website

www.browardschools.com



42

BCPS Mobile App

www.browardschools.com/MobileApp

https://www.browardschools.com/MobileApp
http://www.browardschools.com/MobileApp


https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal or https://sso.browardschools.com

Clever – Launch pad

https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal
https://sso.browardschools.com/


https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal or https://sso.browardschools.com

Canvas

https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal
https://sso.browardschools.com/


Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 

45Bilingual/ESOL Department      esolparents@browardschools.com
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Virtual Counselor



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 

Elementary
Middle

High



Pinnacle

https://gb.browardschools.com/pinnacle/gradebook/


Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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Tools for Supporting ELLs

https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/867005
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https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/867005


Bilingual/ESOL Department Website

http://www.browardschools.com/bilingual-esol
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http://www.browardschools.com/bilingual-esol


EMAIL: ESOLPARENTS@BROWARDSCHOOLS.COM

Parent Outreach Office Website
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mailto:esolparents@browardschools.com
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Survey



International Welcome Center
10300 Johnson Street

Pembroke Pines, FL 33026

Monica Nelsas, Parent Outreach Specialist
monica.nelsas@browardschools.com

TBD, Community Liaison – Haitian Creole

Claudia Campos, Community Liaison - Spanish
claudia.campos@browardschools.com

Nayara Lage, Community Liaison – Portuguese
nayara.lage@browardschools.com

Brunilda Chico, Bilingual Clerk

(754) 321-2951

esolparents@browardschools.com
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mailto:monica.nelsas@browardschools.com
mailto:claudia.campos@browardschools.com
mailto:nayara.lage@browardschools.com


The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age,
color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual
orientation. The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish
to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance
Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-2150 or email eeo@browardschools.com.

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA)
may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or email eeo@browardschools.com.

browardschools.com

Lori Alhadeff, Chair

Debra Hixon, Vice Chair

Torey Alston

Brenda Fam, Esq.

Daniel P. Foganholi

Dr. Jeff Holness

Sarah Leonardi

Nora Rupert

Dr. Allen Zeman

Dr. Peter B. Licata

Superintendent of Schools
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